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THE USE OF VOTING MACHINES IN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


Michigan was one of the first states in the Union 
to authorize the use of voting machines, As early as 1993 
bre legislature passed an act permitting the use of machines, 
and from that time to the present they have been used in various 
parts of the state. In a number of cases during these thirty- 
three years, counties have returned to the use of paper ballots. 
On the other hand in the last few years several counties have 


introduced voting machines for the first time or restored them 


after having discarded them. Such recent changes indicate that 


the question of the use of voting machines in the state of Mich- 
igen is’not yet settled. 

Inasmuch as the question of the desirability of the 
use of voting machines is now under discussion in a number of 
the counties of the state, it has been thought useful to collect 
information which would show the extent to which machines are 
now being used. The information collected incidentally throws 
considerable light upon the state's experience with mechanical 


voting, 


Without stating the merits or demerits of machine voting, 


this survey only attempts to present the facts with reference to 


te 


the use of voting machines existing in the state at the present 
time, The cata was secured both by means of questionnaires and 


interviews, from the proper officials in the eighty-three coun- 
(1) 

ties of the state. 

(1) Mr. J. O. Peterson of Lansing High School gave me indispens 

able assistance in collecting the data from the counties. I 


eratefully acknowledge my indebtedness to him. I am also grateful 


to the county and citv officials throughout the state for their 
cooperation in making this survey possible. 
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The following table shows the counties in which 
voting machines are now being used together with the number 
of machines in operation in each county in both cities and 


rural communities: 


County Number of machines Number of machines 


used in cities used in rural 


me | ee 


| communities 
Bay | 0 ! 40 | 40 
Kent : 90 | 0 | 90 
Muskegon | 24 | 0 | 24 
Saginaw | 50 | 0 | 50 
Washtenaw | 8 2 | 10 
I IAL 00 | | Na 
Total 172 42 214 


In the other 73 counties of the state machines are not 
now used, Some voting machines are used in the city of Detroit 
at the present time, but only for experimental purposes, 

From the replies received from the counties and cities 
of the state, with the exception of the city of Detroit, the 
voting machines used are giving satisfaction. The county clerk 
of Bay County writes: "The voting machine is successful in every 
way and I do not think our people would give it up., The machines 
are so easy to work and twenty minutes after the closing of the 
polls, a machine may be read and the result of that precinct known, 
If there is any question as to the result, the machine may be re- 
read in five minutes. They save the expense of lengthy recounts 
end there are many other reasons why they are a good thing for 


honest elections". There seems to be a thorough satisfaction with 
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voting machines in the city of Grand Rapids, In Iuskegon County 
the machines are proving popular. "They do not speed up the 
voting,” according to one official, "but they make the returns 
muci cuicker than the Australian ballot system. They are ex- 
hensive so they really do not save the county any money, but they 
are accurave™, In Washtenaw County, although there is some dis- 


satisfaction with the type of machine used, they are being used 


ae, 
U 


With success, The Clerk of Saginaw county writes: "The voting 
machines are very satisfactory. The returns from the city are 
usualiy in ard complete before word is received from the first 
rural district. I believe they will be used more extensively 

in the county in the future on account of the speed in receiving 
returns and:also on account of accuracy". The attitude of the 


City Election Commission in Detroit can best be shown by quoting 


Tm 


ailevper Peceived Trom 0.) BE. Distin, ‘the Chief Superviser of the 


7 


Commission. lr. Distin savs: 


‘In the first place, we do not and’have not used voting 
machines in Detroit, except experimentally. With our long non- 
partisan ballot and so many camMidates elected from the city at 
Lerse, there have been no voting machines devised that would sat- 

sfactorily handle our primaries, and the shift from an Aus- 
tralian ballot at Primaries to the machine voting at election 
would be both expensive and confusing." 


"he only voting machine we have discovered that seems 
realiv adaptable to the requirements is the horizontal type of 
machine manufactured by the Automatic Register Company, of James- 
town, Y.Y. In our original tests with this machine, there were 
many savanagihake found wanting, but in their latest type, they have 
overcome many of these objections, and I believe for a moderate 
sizea city this type of machine would vork out all right, but you 
will find that none of the really large cities are voting mech- 
anrically si cubven in NEw York, where a legislative act requires the 
use of voting machines, New York City still uses the paper ballot, 

and we have been vk OE ea by three of our mid-west and western 
cities, where voting ma chines were at one time in use, to take 
the Peciiiaes off their hands, as they had discontinued using them." 
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ime claim that returns mey be canvassed much more ctickly 


Vito a@ maciine vote is true, but so far as we have.been able to 
Cetevinine, efter an exhaustive study and visiting various places 
vrere machines are used, this is really the onlv point of advan- 
tage that can be ettributed to mechanical voting. As for the 
claims that machires eliminate abuses, reduce expenses and save 
vine at the polls, these claims are not borne out by fact.” 


‘To ecuip Detroit with voting machines would cost over 
tnres-cuarters o million dollars, Figuring depreciation over 
the actives. 


~ A 
S105 
ife of the machines, the slight saving in election 
officiais, printing of baliots, ballot boxes, etc., would be 

more then offset by the cost of the machines for a ten-year 

perioc, with their up-keep, storage in rust-proof vaults, ex- 
,perienced mechanics for. overlauling and their maintenance and 


meet | 
ie or ca May l 
KASS Tor saving bine at polls, it is a demonstrable fact 


Giwe coax bah 600 veopie in a precinct with paper ballots in 
6 chan - the machine method, While the machine can vote 
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ingle ballo t geaste than the paper ballot may be marked, one 

t consider oe ve is but a single machine to the ordinary sized 

cinct, and we have from six to twelve voting compartments in 

a so that, six to twelve persons are voting simultaneously 

LEU wone (persons vVotine, ata time on) the machine, «We also 

i the board must be continually poe veue Lhe machine voters, 
first instance, and even in cities where they have been 

r some time, women are timid about pulling the lever until 

ive called on one of the election board members to be gure 

d switened the proper levers, and this is aise true in dis-° 

tricts where there is a large percentages of foreign-born citizens," 


, ‘In regard to the elimination of abuses, while undoubtedly 
a fire niece of mechanism, we have failed to find anv mechanical 
contrivance yvet that would not get out of order occasionally. I 
have found several instances in ew Yor: State towns where this 
has hannened, and if a machine goes out of commission’ during the 
day when voting is in progress it causes quite a stir. There are 
several supreme court cases brovght about for this reason, And it 
is not so difficult to manipulate one of these machines, especially 
in the case of the instructed voters.” 


"However, we do find some of the smaller cities seem well 
satisfied with their voting machines. Rochester and Buffalo, as 
well as some of our ifichigan cities appear to be satisfied with 
the results obtained, but I cannot see where even these enthusiasts 
ean show & saving, figuring depreciation, a reduction of abuses or 
errors, nor quicker voting, with one machine to a precinct, To 
have more than one machine to the average precinct would make nae 
cost almost prohibitive. Ohio has passed a law prohibiting the 
use of voting : machines 'in the State", 


_ 


ravicly and with ereater ease than the paper ballot method, but 
that is the principal advantage, sofar as we have been able to 
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firure it out" 


We will grent that the returns may be compiled much more 
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fhe civy of Lansing used voting machines in the Spring 
elecsion of 1926, but the proposition of purchasing fifty ‘machines 
when submitted to the voters was defeated, even though the ex- 
perience of the city with machines. appears to have been satis- 

The early voting machines used in Iiichigan did not seem 
to be Very Successitul. The city of B Amse'in the Upper Peninsula 
used the voting machine in 1898 for; only one year. ‘Twelve years 
azo in Alpena county machines were used but they were not satis- 
factory and after two elections were discarded. In Baraga county 
tiey were used’ in Loos for a short. time. .The clerk of ‘Barry 
county gives the information that although there are "no voting 
machines in this county, we have several political machines". The 
Citv of Battle Creek has not used machines for eighteen years. 
About twenty years ago the city of Paw Paw discontinued using 
them and later Hillsdale, Monroe, Flint, Kalamazoo and more recent- 
ly Owosso, gave them up. In Flint, voting machines were used for 
five years prior to 1916, but no machines are now in use in that 
city. In Washtenaw county machines have been in use since 1907 
anc in Bay county sinee 1908. The improved voting machines which 
are proving successful in some of the counties have been installed 
rather recently: in Grand Rapids, in 1922; in Muskegon in 1923; 
and in Saginaw in 1924, 

In the rural counties of Michigan there is little or no 
agitation for the purchase of voting machines, In these counties 


the vote is so small that it would hardly be practical for them to 
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incur the expense necessary to install machines, The repiies 
from several counties, particularly from Clare, Kalkaska and 


Otseso, make this clear, 


¢ Robes yi 


Poilor ki gi. 


Department of Political Science. 


* pi 


it visegnen a Sa 


te 
‘ 
Fa 


a * " 
feos stl— pBeri coe nse 


’ 


‘ ‘ 4 r 
; ; " J ‘ sage “¢ 
; vee BOS LBS bar 6°. af gore ¥, po. ae 
» 2 P: > . 


{ ™, *E 
. rn pre By 7 
ari ‘i S- r a, 
\ee = é 7 
oh i 
i X 

- ak: ¢ 

¥ * s" Hos 
. - =, 
e - . 

at + 
. 40a ao) & —" 7 b 
. 
* 
* 
A 
: 
~ 
- 
P 5 
- : “ : 
- 
i 
J] * 4 
; 1 
: Py 
. r f 
: , 
; 4 


; 
y 
cts 
vy i 
4 . é 
‘ f 
- ; es, 
| 
fa.* ; 
* ay an 
reel oS 
he i i] 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE BUREAU OF GOVERDEMENT 


Hoyt, Josephine, (Bulletin No. 1) Per Capita General 
Property Taxation. in MichipanyCities of ‘over 
BP sOOO MODULA tTLOn, VLase < 


Riedout, Lyda, (Bulletin No.2) Municipal News in 
betroit Newspaners, July, 192d. 


cugsestions for the Preparation of Term Reports on 
rroblems of Municipal Government. (Bulletin 
Hours) 


Upson, L. D., :A Syllabus of Municipal Administration. 


Gabriel, Lewis M., Zoning Ordinanees in ifichigan 
Cities: Use Regulation. (Bulletin No. 4) 


